
Code: Select Code  Section: 21184 Search

DIVISION 13. ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY [21000 - 21189.57]  ( Division 13 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1433. )
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PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE - PRC

CHAPTER 6.5. Jobs and Economic Improvement Through Environmental Leadership Act of 2011 [21178 - 21189.3]  ( Chapter 

6.5 added by Stats. 2011, Ch. 354, Sec. 1. )

The Governor may certify a leadership project for streamlining pursuant to this chapter if all the following 
conditions are met:

(a) The project will result in a minimum investment of one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) in California upon 
completion of construction.

(b) (1) The project creates high-wage, highly skilled jobs that pay prevailing wages and living wages and provide 
construction jobs and permanent jobs for Californians, and helps reduce unemployment. For purposes of this 
subdivision, “jobs that pay prevailing wages” means that all construction workers employed in the execution of the 
project will receive at least the general prevailing rate of per diem wages for the type of work and geographic area, 
as determined by the Director of Industrial Relations pursuant to Sections 1773 and 1773.9 of the Labor Code. If the 
project is certified for streamlining, the project applicant shall include this requirement in all contracts for the 
performance of the work.

(2) (A) If the project is certified pursuant to this chapter, contractors and subcontractors shall pay to all construction 
workers employed in the execution of the project at least the general prevailing rate of per diem wages.

(B) Except as provided in subparagraph (C), the obligation of the contractors and subcontractors to pay prevailing 
wages pursuant to subparagraph (A) may be enforced by the Labor Commissioner through the issuance of a civil 
wage and penalty assessment pursuant to Section 1741 of the Labor Code, which may be reviewed pursuant to 
Section 1742 of the Labor Code, within 18 months after the completion of the project, or by an underpaid worker 
through an administrative complaint or civil action. If a civil wage and penalty assessment is issued, the contractor, 
subcontractor, and surety on a bond or bonds issued to secure the payment of wages covered by the assessment 
shall be liable for liquidated damages pursuant to Section 1742.1 of the Labor Code.

(C) Subparagraph (B) does not apply if all contractors and subcontractors performing work on the project are 
subject to a project labor agreement that requires the payment of prevailing wages to all construction workers 
employed in the execution of the project and provides for enforcement of that obligation through an arbitration 
procedure. For purposes of this subparagraph, “project labor agreement” has the same meaning as set forth in 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 2500 of the Public Contract Code.

(c) The project does not result in any net additional emission of greenhouse gases, including greenhouse gas 
emissions from employee transportation, as determined by the State Air Resources Board pursuant to Division 25.5 
(commencing with Section 38500) of the Health and Safety Code.

(d) The project applicant demonstrates compliance with the requirements of Chapters 12.8 (commencing with 
Section 42649) and 12.9 (commencing with Section 42649.8) of Part 3 of Division 30, as applicable.

(e) The project applicant has entered into a binding and enforceable agreement that all mitigation measures 
required pursuant to this division to certify the project under this chapter shall be conditions of approval of the 
project, and those conditions will be fully enforceable by the lead agency or another agency designated by the lead 
agency. In the case of environmental mitigation measures, the applicant agrees, as an ongoing obligation, that 
those measures will be monitored and enforced by the lead agency for the life of the obligation.

(f) The project applicant agrees to pay the costs of the Court of Appeal in hearing and deciding any case, including 
payment of the costs for the appointment of a special master if deemed appropriate by the court, in a form and 
manner specified by the Judicial Council, as provided in the Rules of Court adopted by the Judicial Council pursuant 
to Section 21185.
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(g) The project applicant agrees to pay the costs of preparing the record of proceedings for the project concurrent 
with review and consideration of the project pursuant to this division, in a form and manner specified by the lead 
agency for the project.

(Amended by Stats. 2017, Ch. 522, Sec. 3. (AB 246) Effective January 1, 2018. Repealed as of January 1, 2021, 

pursuant to Section 21189.3.)
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