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FINAL VOTES COMING ON
FUTURE OF S} DOWNTOWN

After years of discussion,
City Council set 1o take
up plans for 262 acres

BY MATTHEW NIKSA
misisREblgoyrmals.com

Nearly four years after Google LLC
and the ciiy of San hose first latd out
the search glant's plans for a sprawl-
g, mibxed-use campus on the west
side of downtowr, those plans couid
so0m hit a major milestone.

As soon as May 25, the San Jose
City Coumnell will mke up both the
Google plan — known as Downiown
‘West — and a proposal (o update the
broader Dirdon Statlon Area Plan.

The two plans ane separate mea-
sures for the Clty Councl, bur It's
Impossible 1o separate them.

Diridon Station Area Plan

The City Council initlally adopted
a blueprint for how to develop 250
acres of land west of State Route 87,
with Diridon Statfon at its center, in
2014. The revision currently before
the Council would grow that area to
262 pCres,

The city propases that the land
be home o as much as 14.1 mil-
Hon square feet of office space, up
012,619 residentlal units, and 1,100
hotel rooms, all of which would be
comstructed over the next 20or mone

years.

1f all those different fypes of uses
are bullf out, It would turn that sec-
ton of San kose into a vibrant, tran-
sit-oriented district within its down-
town, DSAP project manager Jose
Ruano sabd during San Jose Planning
Commission meeting on April 28. It
would also make the area signifi-
cantly denser than It ks now, which
planning commissioner Plerlulgl
Oliverio spoke in favor of during the

*We need o have a significant
density In our downtown core and
our transportation core,” Oliverio
sald, “Its iImportant that the den-
sity gets put here. Otherwise, we
have to put it in disrupting other
arcas that aren’t In the proximity of
the dowTown or commercial areas.”

A key aspect of the DSAP s that
it calls for three types of helght lim-
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Its, with the tallest bulhdings rang-
Ing from 170 feet 1o about 295 feet,
contingent upon required Feder-
al Avtation Administration alrspace
safety determinations, The two oth-
1 height categories are for mid-rise
limies, which range from 110 (0 130
feet, and transitfonal helght Hmits,
which range from 65 to 90 fect,

Kathy Sutherland, co-founder
of the Dirldon Area Nefghborhood
Group, expressed conoerms about the
tack of separation between existing
singhe-family homes and where new
mid-rise bulldings could rise In the
nelghborhood

Yet Alex Shoor of Catalyze SV, a
nonprofil that advocates for com-

munity engagement In develop-
ment, sald during the meeting that
the need to house every resident is
greater than the needs of Individoal
HOERATIETS.

“This isa place befitting of density
for the next hundred years because
{tis near our downiown and becanse
It Is so close to transit,” he said. *1
beseech you to continue to put the
needs of our clty first by allowing
taller bulldings in places where they
are most appropriate.”

Downtown West

Also at the April 28 meeting, the
Planning Commission gave ls bless-
ing to Google's propasal to develop
about 80 acres in the middle of the
DSAP. Google wanis 1o bulld up o
5,900 housing uniis, up to 7.3 mil-
Ion square fieet of commerclal space,
and 500,000 square feet of retail
space, among other uses,

After multiple commianity meet-
ings and listening sessfons, Google
succeeded inwinning over just about
every nelghborhood group and out-
Sslde onganization. "1 feel very fortu-
nate that there is a big master devel-
oper, hecause I that entire site was
being devetoped by diferent people,
I wouldn't have that thoghtfal look.
at it as a whole,” Sutherland sald.

One notable exception is Sharks
Sparts & Entertainment, the compa-
ny thai manages the Sharks hockey
team and events at SAP Center. For
now, the company sald itopposes the:
Google project as currently designed.

SSE wanis the cliy o double
Downtown West's minimum park-
)ng requirement o 4,800 spaces m
k Sissuage concerns about the Impact
dAivparking and transpartation at and
around SAP Center. That's In addi-
ton to & 1,200-space parking garage
the clty has offered to bulld next o
the arena, with taxpayers paying the
£50 million to $60 milllon price tag.

City officlals remaln optimis-
the about resolving the dispute. “We
firmiy belteve that the Sharks Sports
& Entertalnment organization
will be able to sucoeed, and in fact
thiive, with the proposed project as
Its nefghbor, particutarly given all of
e new people and access brought
o life by the project,” sald Jessica
Zenk, San jose's deputy director of
transpartation planning and project
delttvery #
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