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DOWNTOWN WEST

Building on City’s Plans

Downtown Design Guidelines boundary      San José State University
Downtown Growth Area boundary          Downtown West Project boundary
Diridon Station Area Plan boundary

Downtown Design Guidelines Diridon Station Area Plan



Diridon Station Area Plan Boundary 240 acres
Google Mixed-Use Framework Boundary  80 acres
~ 55 acres developable site area

DOWNTOWN WEST

Site Location



~7.3M sf office 

~4,000 housing units
Studying up to 5,900 units 

~500K sf retail,  cultural, arts, 
education, other active uses

~15 acres parks + plazas + 
green spaces

    DOWNTOWN WEST 

Framework Plan



    DOWNTOWN WEST 

Land Use Plan



    DOWNTOWN WEST

Land Use Table



~ 7.3 M sf Office
4,000 Housing Units 
(studying up to 5,900 units)
~ 500 K sf Active Use (Retail, Cultural, Arts, 
Education, and Other Active Uses)
~ 15 acres Parks + Plazas + Green Spaces
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ILLUSTRATION*Illustrative massing reflects the combination of density allowed in project’s zoning and 
applicable Downtown West design standards and guidelines

VISION

Integrated Downtown West



BUILDINGS

Integrated Downtown West

Massing limits along 
Los Gatos Creek

Large buildings 
capped to 85% 

built area

Ground floor fine-grain 
articulation and 

rhythm

Low-scale structures 
along Autumn Street 
and Los Gatos Creek

Height limit and 
stepbacks along Delmas 

Park neighborhood
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Long facade design
Adjacent to creek and open space
Adjacent to low-rise context
Adjacent to historic resources
Project resources

BUILDINGS

Responding to Context

DWDSG
CONTROLS



BUILDINGS EXAMPLE

Buildable Envelope

Los G
atos C

reek

Average 
100’ Los Gatos Creek 

Setback

60’ Tower Separation
(DDG)

30’ Riparian Setback 
from Guadalupe River

Lower than 150’ in 
Height within 200’ from 
the Lakehouse District 

edge

Average of 20’ Setback 
for 50% of linear 

frontage along the 
Lakehouse District

*Illustrative massing

Los G
atos C

reek

West San Fernando St.

Delmas Ave.



Los G
atos C

reek

*Illustrative massing

Possible 
Building Form

BUILDINGS EXAMPLE

Possible Form 

West San Fernando St.

Delmas Ave.

State Route  87



Rehabilitation of 
historic San José Water 

Company building

Architectural height reference 
+ cornice articulation (DDG)

Bird-safe glass 
(DDG)

30% Active Use

70% Transparency

Preferred materials

*Artist conceptual rendering, subject to change

Historic adjacency 5-degree 
massing reduction

15% of building shaping on 
long-facade
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Nature-based experiences

Urban-based experiences

OPEN SPACE

Varied by Context

15 acres 
of open space

Variety in 
character + 
experience

Completing Los 
Gatos Creek Trail

DWDSG
CONTROLS



OUTDOOR
PERFORMANCE SPACE

PROMENADE

OUTDOOR  PROGRAM AREA

DOG RUN OR  DOG 
PARK

NATURE PLAY

EVENT, ROTATING VENDOR, 
OR FOOD TRUCK ACCESS

PLAZA

PROGRAM DECK

INFORMAL RECREATION

WATER FEATURE

COMMUNITY GARDEN

PICNIC OR BARBEQUE

PAVILION STRUCTURE

KIOSK

CANOPY STRUCTURE

ART

PLAYGROUNDTREE GROVE BOARDWALK

DOWNTOWN TO DIRIDON 
STATION SHARED-USE PATH

WALKING PATHCREEK FOOTBRIDGE

CREEK OVERLOOK / 
VIEWING PLATFORM

ECOLOGICAL
DEMONSTRATION

RIPARIAN PLANTING 

UNDERSTORY PLANTING

LOS GATOS CREEK 
MULTI-USE TRAIL

FLEXIBLE LAWN

RE-OAKING

OPEN SPACE

Programs + Elements Range across all
open spaces

AS SHOWN
IN DWDSG
DWDSG
CONTROLS



OPEN SPACE

Programs + Elements

DWDSG
CONTROLS



Existing network
Transit options (Caltrain rail, VTA light rail, BART)
Proposed network extensions
Proposed pedestrian routes

VTA Light Rail

VTA Light Rail

Caltrain

MOBILITY

Connecting the network

DWDSG
CONTROLS

Diridon Station

BART (Future)



Existing bicycle network (Class II, III, IV)
Added or upgraded bicycle facilities
Proposed pedestrian routes

MOBILITY

Connecting the bicycle network
VTA Light Rail

VTA Light Rail

Caltrain

AS SHOWN
IN DWDSG
DWDSG
CONTROLS

Diridon Station

BART (Future)



INFRASTRUCTURE

Leveraging District Utility Systems 


