
From: Tu, John
To: Downtown West Project
Subject: Fw: Interim Uses
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 9:01:52 AM

Best,
Tong (John) Tu 

Planner IV (Supervising Planner) | Planning Division | PBCE 
City of San José | 200 East Santa Clara Street  
Email: john.tu@sanjoseca.gov | Phone: (408)-535-6818
For More Information Please Visit: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/planning

From: Turnipseed, Tammy <Tammy.Turnipseed@sanjoseca.gov>
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2020 8:47 AM
To: Tu, John <john.tu@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc: Adams-Hapner, Kerry <Kerry.Adams-Hapner@sanjoseca.gov>
Subject: Re: Interim Uses
 
John,

Hi! Just wanted to let you know that, as expected, both Police and Fire staff confirmed OCA's
current centralized coordination format should be conducted for temporary outdoor special
events conducted at the Downtown West site.  I still need to chat with Kerry to confirm her
insights and based on her support, I will clarify the criteria for planning documents. 

Have a good holiday and thanks for the conversations this week!

Tammy Turnipseed
Events Director
Office of Economic Development/Cultural Affairs
408/793-4343

From: Tu, John <john.tu@sanjoseca.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 4:04 PM
To: Turnipseed, Tammy <Tammy.Turnipseed@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc: Adams-Hapner, Kerry <Kerry.Adams-Hapner@sanjoseca.gov>
Subject: Re: Interim Uses
 
Tammy, 

Thank you for the feedback, lets circle back to schedule a meeting.  

mailto:john.tu@sanjoseca.gov
mailto:downtownwest@esassoc.com
mailto:john.tu@sanjoseca.gov


If you want to meet this week, I have tomorrow after 9am to noon open or Wed afternoon. 

Best,
Tong (John) Tu 

Planner IV (Supervising Planner) | Planning Division | PBCE 
City of San José | 200 East Santa Clara Street  
Email: john.tu@sanjoseca.gov | Phone: (408)-535-6818
For More Information Please Visit: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/planning

From: Turnipseed, Tammy <Tammy.Turnipseed@sanjoseca.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 3:30 PM
To: Tu, John <john.tu@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc: Adams-Hapner, Kerry <Kerry.Adams-Hapner@sanjoseca.gov>
Subject: Re: Interim Uses
 
John, 

Hi!  Not sure today's conversation was exactly what you wanted to achieve, but after listening
to the comments, I believe the most succinct way to address the process for temporary use is
to designate it by parcel designation.  For example, 

-Any request for use of Public right of way is permitted through the Temporary Outdoor
Special Event Application & process administered by OCA in conjunction with the Department
permit team.  Any issues related to what is temporary use can be worked through during the
permit process.  Follow-up with Police and Fire can be conducted to see if they will provide us
actual numbers for what they view as temporary for the permit.

-Vacant Parcels:  Use of any vacant parcels, can align with the existing Code for Temporary
Uses of Private Property (20.80.1400) with permit responsibility belonging to PBCE or OCA
(just depends on length of time for event).

-All other requests would seem to fall under Use Certificates or Use Permits administered by
PBCE. 

I am sure the solution is not this simple but...........I thought I would try to suggest options.

I believe a separate conversation with Fire, Police and Vice would be good to ensure we have
not missed anything to cover in their respective jurisdictions.

Let me know if you prefer to chat.

mailto:john.tu@sanjoseca.gov


Thansks 

From: Tu, John <john.tu@sanjoseca.gov>
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 2:54 PM
To: Turnipseed, Tammy <Tammy.Turnipseed@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc: Adams-Hapner, Kerry <Kerry.Adams-Hapner@sanjoseca.gov>
Subject: Re: Interim Uses
 
Tammy, 

Circling back on your comments, the applicant has reached about a meeting next week to talk
about the below comments.  Is there a particular day that works best for you and Kerry.  Jus a
FYI have a four hour block thursday afternoon we can allocate 30 minutes if that works for
your team, just confirm a specific 30 minute block and I can coordinate.  

By the way, I will take the lead for the next month and half, James welcomed a little baby to
his family, so will he be out until mid Jan. 

Best,
Tong (John) Tu 

Planner IV (Supervising Planner) | Planning Division | PBCE 
City of San José | 200 East Santa Clara Street  
Email: john.tu@sanjoseca.gov | Phone: (408)-535-6818
For More Information Please Visit: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/planning

From: Turnipseed, Tammy <Tammy.Turnipseed@sanjoseca.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 2, 2020 1:20 PM
To: Han, James <James.Han@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc: Tu, John <john.tu@sanjoseca.gov>; Adams-Hapner, Kerry <Kerry.Adams-
Hapner@sanjoseca.gov>
Subject: Re: Interim Uses
 
James,

Thanks for the opportunity to review Page 8, Sheet 4.03-Interim Use section of the document. 
Please note, these comments/questions are based on this page review only-I  did a cursory
review of the other pages of this document so some of my questions/comments may be
addressed within other sections of the doucment.  

mailto:john.tu@sanjoseca.gov


Pyrotechnics: Is there an area within the document that discusses pyrotechnics?  Is this an
allowable use for all permit categories (e.g. permanent, interim and temporary)?  Or is this a
prohibited use in specific categories? Or is is by special permit only? 

First Amendment:  How are first amendment activities to be addressed? If, at all?  If
addressed, multiple Departments should help determine coordination language.  

Length of Time Definitions:  It would be helpful to have a definition as to how long an event
or activity may be held under each permit category.  This is not duration, as shown in the
matrix,  but the length of an allowable actual event or activity. 

Concerts vs. Live Entertainment:   I would recommend addressing public concerts vs. live
entertainment and place concerts in a category that allows oversight of community impacts.  I
am thinking live entertainment as small entertainment experiences that is incorporated into
daily experiences within the site and concerts as large, time-specific entertainment that can
bring large crowds to the site and area with extended impacts outside the site. 

Short Term Transition:  Clarify or define "short term transitory uses" listed in the first
sentence under the header "Temporary Uses". If specific definitions are not provide, there is
an open interpretation for "short term transitory uses".    

Special Event Permit Fee Category:   Is the Special Event Permit Fee noted in the matrix  as
"over the counter permit" a permit intended to be issued by OCA?  If so, OCA should be
designated  within the matrix which may require a new, future permit fee charge for this  site.
(I would like to understand how PBCE intends to charge for their temporary and interim
permits). 

Downtown & Site Overlay Approval & Review:  Is there a reference that allows City staff to
review proposed uses of the site from both a site specific perspective (e.g. multiple small
events permitted at the site creating one large impact on city services) and events outside and
adjacent (e.g. SAP, outdoor events, etc.) to the site that require a broader view of impacts on
city services and community impacts before approval is given.  This allows for a global view of
both the site and how it relates to the greater downtown area for any special activities or
events. 

It's possible, these comments may be easier to talk through so please let me know if you want
to chat.

Thanks again for the opportunity to provide feedback.  



Tammy Turnipseed
Events Director
Office of Economic Development/Cultural Affairs
408/793-4343

From: Han, James <James.Han@sanjoseca.gov>
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2020 4:34 PM
To: Turnipseed, Tammy <Tammy.Turnipseed@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc: Tu, John <john.tu@sanjoseca.gov>
Subject: Interim Uses
 
Hi Tammy,
 

As you may know, Google has resubmitted there application on October 7th. I was hoping if you can
take a look at the Interim Use section on Page 8 of the PDF (Sheet 4.03) for your review and
comments. Please let me know if you can provide comments by 11/6 and If you have any additional
questions please let me know.
 
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=65134
 
Thank you
James Han
Planner | Planning Division | PBCE 
City of San José | 200 East Santa Clara Street  
Email: james.han@sanjoseca.gov | Phone: (408)-535-7843
For More Information Please Visit: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/planning
 
San José City Hall is closed in response to COVID-19.
I am working remotely in accord with governor's and City's direction. 
I will monitor email during this time. 
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