
From: Hill, Shannon
To: Hillary Gitelman; Karl Heisler; Pete Choi
Cc: Keyon, David
Subject: Downtown West NOP Comments (3rd Batch)
Attachments: Mills, Jared_Parking_rcvd 112119.pdf

Santa Clara County_Trails_rcvd 111919.pdf
Santa Clara County_Transportation_rcvd 111919.pdf
Wallach, Donna_Displacement and Traffic_rcvd 112119.pdf

Hi All,
 
Additional comments are attached.
 
Thanks!
 
Shannon Hill, Planner
Planning, Building & Code Enforcement | Environmental Review Section
City of San José | 200 East Santa Clara Street
Shannon.Hill@sanjoseca.gov | (408) 535 - 7872
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From: Jared Mills
To: Hill, Shannon
Subject: Google Project EIR Comments\Questions
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2019 8:16:50 AM


 


 


Hello,


I am a San Jose resident who commutes in and out of the Diridon Station area every day for work. I ride
CalTrain up the peninsula in the morning and park around the area that would be impacted by this
project.
Its exciting to see the area getting a renovation, but seeing how congested and difficult it is to get to
already, I find it difficult to imagine this project  not having a negative impact for commuters in the short
term.


The parking situation around Diridon is currently dominated by SAP event parking which already makes it
difficult for commuters that utilize CalTrain's limited schedule to get up and down the peninsula.


Is the 'Google Project' going to do anything to mitigate the impact to existing public parking in the area? 
Are the project developers going to do anything to expand the parking or access that is available to
commuters?
Is it within the scope of the project to improve overall accessibility to the area?


Thank you,


Jared Mills
 


 



mailto:jared.mills23@yahoo.com
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County of Santa Clara 
Parks and Recreation Department 
 
298 Garden Hill Drive 
Los Gatos, California 95032-7669 
(408) 355-2200 FAX (408) 355-2290 
Reservations (408) 355-2201 
www.parkhere.org 
 


October 29, 2019 
 


Ms. Shannon Hill, Environmental Project Manager 
Department of Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement 
City of San Josè 
200 East Santa Clara Street, 3rd Floor Tower  
San Josè, CA 95113-1905 


 
Subject: City File No. GP19-009, PDC19-039, and PD19-029, APN: Multiple  


 
The County of Santa Clara Department of Parks and Recreation (County Parks Department) 
has reviewed the Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
for the Downtown West Mixed-Use Plan (Google Project). The Google Project is described 
as a General Plan Amendment, Planned Development Rezoning, and Planned Development 
Permit for the development of up to 5,900 residential units; up to 7,300,000 gross square 
feet (GSF) of office space; up to 500,000 GSF of active uses such as retail, cultural, arts, 
etc.; up to 300 hotel rooms; up to 800 rooms of limited-term corporate accommodations; an 
approximately 100,000 GSF event center; up to two central utilities plants totaling 
approximately 115,000 GSF; and a logistics warehouse(s) of approximately 100,000 GSF; 
all on approximately 84 acres. The proposal also includes conceptual infrastructure, 
transportation, and public open space plans.  
 
 
The NOP states: “The project includes a new public access trail extending for a mile along 
the project area’s north-south axis, including portions where it would meander along Los 
Gatos Creek and portions where it may follow street rights of way. Within the project site’s 
central area, open space areas east of Autumn Street would lead to Los Gatos Creek, would 
be improved with new landscaping, and would feature a publicly accessible walkway along 
Los Gatos Creek. Open spaces in the southern portion of the site would have both passive 
and active character and would include access to the publicly accessible trail that would 
follow along Los Gatos Creek. Beyond the typical parks and open spaces mentioned above, 
a network of mid-block open spaces would be designed throughout the project area and 
enhanced with new landscaping, native plant material, structures and art installations, and 
park-like green environments, connecting the conventional parks throughout the project site. 
Appropriate grading techniques would be used for building on parcels adjacent to the creek, 
in order to account for existing hydrological conditions and to protect water quality in Los 
Gatos Creek. As noted above, the project would develop a new multi-use pathway along the 
creek. The project also proposes an expansion and widening of the northern side of the 
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existing pedestrian-bicycle bridge north of West Santa Clara Street, as well as a new 
pedestrian and bicycle bridge over Los Gatos Creek south of West Santa Clara Street.” 
  
The County Parks Department functions to provide a sustainable system of diverse regional 
parks, trails, and open spaces that connects people with the natural environment and 
supports healthy lifestyles while balancing recreation opportunities with natural, cultural, 
historic, and scenic resources protection. The County Parks Department is also charged with 
the planning and implementation of the Santa Clara County Countywide Trails Master Plan 
Update (Countywide Trails Plan), an element of the Parks and Recreation Section of the 
County General Plan adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November 14, 1995. 
 
The Countywide Trails Plan identifies three trails either within or near the project location 
that should be analyzed for potential impacts to portions of the existing trails, including 
aesthetics/shade, public services, and recreation/use, as well as potential for development 
of portions of the planned trails, including improvements to existing bridges and installation 
of new bridges. The trails are further described below: 


• The Los Gatos Creek Sub-regional Trail, identified as a partially complete hiking 
and on-street/off-street cycling trail, is included throughout the project area. 
Although not mentioned by name in the NOP, the Los Gatos Creek Sub-regional 
Trail is described in the excerpt above and on pages 10-11 of the NOP. The proposed 
trail should be planned and designed to meet the minimum guidelines listed in the 
Countywide Trails Plan, including but not limited to width and surface 
specifications. Finally, while connections to the proposed trail are encouraged, the 
Los Gatos Creek Sub-regional trail must remain separate and removed from the 
campus internal circulation routes to sustain its function as a publicly accessible sub-
regional trail for recreationists and commuters.  


• The Guadalupe River–Coyote Creek Trail is a partially complete on-street cycling 
route within road right-of-way that shares an alignment with West San Fernando 
Street and will provide a connection to the BART Diridon Station, the San Jose Art 
Museum, the SAP Center, and the Coyote Creek/Llagas Creek Sub-regional Trail. 
In addition to the elements analyzed for the Los Gatos Creek Trail, the Guadalupe 
River–Coyote Creek Trail should be considered for potential impacts and 
opportunities for future connections to the nearby BART stations (e.g., BART San 
Jose Diridon, BART 28th Street, and BART Santa Clara).  


• The Guadalupe River Trail, a partially complete hiking and off-street cycling trail, 
is planned to connect from the South San Francisco Bay to Morgan Hill. This trail 
should be analyzed using the criteria outlined above as the Los Gatos Creek Trail 
will provide a direct connection to this popular commuter route.   
 


The County Parks Department appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Notice of 
Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Downtown West Mixed-Use Plan 
(Google Project). We respectfully request that the City of San Josè coordinate with the 
County Parks Department regarding this EIR as well as the overall proposal as they move 
forward. If you have any questions, please contact me at (408) 355-2362 or by email at 
Michael.Hettenhausen@prk.sccgov.org. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Michael Hettenhausen 


 
Michael Hettenhausen 
Associate Planner 
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November 19, 2019 
 
 
Shannon Hill,  
Planning, Building & Code Enforcement  
City of San José  
200 East Santa Clara Street 
 
SUBJECT: NOP/EIR – Downtown West Mixed-Use Plan (Google Project) 
 
Dear Shannon Hill, 
 
The County of Santa Clara Roads and Airports Department appreciates the opportunity to review the Downtown 
West Mixed-Use Plan (Google Project) and submits the following comments: 
 
 


• The Transportation Analysis (TA) for the proposed project should include existing local and regional 
transportation facilities such as expressways and unincorporated areas, maintained by the County 
and using both LOS and VMT methodologies. The EIR based on the TA should identify and mitigate all 
project traffic impacts on County road facilities. 


• Please submit a Transportation Demand Management Plan for County review and comment. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NOP/EIR.  If you have any questions about these comments, 
please feel free to contact me at (408) 573-2462 or ben.aghegnehu@rda.sccgov.org. 


 
Sincerely, 


 
Ben Aghegnehu 
Associate Transportation Planner  
County of Santa Clara | Roads & Airports 
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From: Donna Wallach
To: Hill, Shannon
Subject: Downtown West Mixed Use Plan - File Nos. GP19-009, PDC19-039, AND PD19-029
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2019 8:44:55 AM


 


 


Hello,


This is my public comment:
Donna Wallach
530 Richmond Avenue, San Jose, CA 95128
408-569-6608


I am very concerned about this plan. I'm very concerned about the thousands of people who
will be displaced, myself being one of them. I'm also very concerned that this plan will cause
humongous traffic into the downtown area, making it very difficult to drive in the downtown,
causing lots of waste of time waiting in traffic and also causing severe pollution. 


Thank you,
Donna Wallach


-- 
"Nobody in the world, nobody in history, has ever gotten their freedom by appealing to the
moral sense of the people who were oppressing them."


Assata Shakur


Free Palestine!
Right of Return to Palestine for all Palestinians!


Free all political prisoners!


Leonard Peltier                     www.WhoIsLeonardPeltier.info
Mumia Abu-Jamal                www.FreeMumia.com
Ruchell Cinque Magee        http://denverabc.wordpress.com/prisoners-dabc-supports/political-prisoners-
database/ruchell-cinque-magee/
MOVE 9                                 http://onamove.com
and thousands more


End Solitary Confinement
https://prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.wordpress.com


End United $tates of Amerikkka invasions and occupations
U.S. Government and UN Occupation Force Soldiers - Hands off Haiti!
http://www.haitisolidarity.net/
 



mailto:donnaisanactivist@gmail.com
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From: Jared Mills
To: Hill, Shannon
Subject: Google Project EIR Comments\Questions
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2019 8:16:50 AM

 

 

Hello,

I am a San Jose resident who commutes in and out of the Diridon Station area every day for work. I ride
CalTrain up the peninsula in the morning and park around the area that would be impacted by this
project.
Its exciting to see the area getting a renovation, but seeing how congested and difficult it is to get to
already, I find it difficult to imagine this project  not having a negative impact for commuters in the short
term.

The parking situation around Diridon is currently dominated by SAP event parking which already makes it
difficult for commuters that utilize CalTrain's limited schedule to get up and down the peninsula.

Is the 'Google Project' going to do anything to mitigate the impact to existing public parking in the area? 
Are the project developers going to do anything to expand the parking or access that is available to
commuters?
Is it within the scope of the project to improve overall accessibility to the area?

Thank you,

Jared Mills
 

 

mailto:jared.mills23@yahoo.com
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County of Santa Clara 
Parks and Recreation Department 
 
298 Garden Hill Drive 
Los Gatos, California 95032-7669 
(408) 355-2200 FAX (408) 355-2290 
Reservations (408) 355-2201 
www.parkhere.org 
 

October 29, 2019 
 

Ms. Shannon Hill, Environmental Project Manager 
Department of Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement 
City of San Josè 
200 East Santa Clara Street, 3rd Floor Tower  
San Josè, CA 95113-1905 

 
Subject: City File No. GP19-009, PDC19-039, and PD19-029, APN: Multiple  

 
The County of Santa Clara Department of Parks and Recreation (County Parks Department) 
has reviewed the Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
for the Downtown West Mixed-Use Plan (Google Project). The Google Project is described 
as a General Plan Amendment, Planned Development Rezoning, and Planned Development 
Permit for the development of up to 5,900 residential units; up to 7,300,000 gross square 
feet (GSF) of office space; up to 500,000 GSF of active uses such as retail, cultural, arts, 
etc.; up to 300 hotel rooms; up to 800 rooms of limited-term corporate accommodations; an 
approximately 100,000 GSF event center; up to two central utilities plants totaling 
approximately 115,000 GSF; and a logistics warehouse(s) of approximately 100,000 GSF; 
all on approximately 84 acres. The proposal also includes conceptual infrastructure, 
transportation, and public open space plans.  
 
 
The NOP states: “The project includes a new public access trail extending for a mile along 
the project area’s north-south axis, including portions where it would meander along Los 
Gatos Creek and portions where it may follow street rights of way. Within the project site’s 
central area, open space areas east of Autumn Street would lead to Los Gatos Creek, would 
be improved with new landscaping, and would feature a publicly accessible walkway along 
Los Gatos Creek. Open spaces in the southern portion of the site would have both passive 
and active character and would include access to the publicly accessible trail that would 
follow along Los Gatos Creek. Beyond the typical parks and open spaces mentioned above, 
a network of mid-block open spaces would be designed throughout the project area and 
enhanced with new landscaping, native plant material, structures and art installations, and 
park-like green environments, connecting the conventional parks throughout the project site. 
Appropriate grading techniques would be used for building on parcels adjacent to the creek, 
in order to account for existing hydrological conditions and to protect water quality in Los 
Gatos Creek. As noted above, the project would develop a new multi-use pathway along the 
creek. The project also proposes an expansion and widening of the northern side of the 

http://www.parkhere.org/
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existing pedestrian-bicycle bridge north of West Santa Clara Street, as well as a new 
pedestrian and bicycle bridge over Los Gatos Creek south of West Santa Clara Street.” 
  
The County Parks Department functions to provide a sustainable system of diverse regional 
parks, trails, and open spaces that connects people with the natural environment and 
supports healthy lifestyles while balancing recreation opportunities with natural, cultural, 
historic, and scenic resources protection. The County Parks Department is also charged with 
the planning and implementation of the Santa Clara County Countywide Trails Master Plan 
Update (Countywide Trails Plan), an element of the Parks and Recreation Section of the 
County General Plan adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November 14, 1995. 
 
The Countywide Trails Plan identifies three trails either within or near the project location 
that should be analyzed for potential impacts to portions of the existing trails, including 
aesthetics/shade, public services, and recreation/use, as well as potential for development 
of portions of the planned trails, including improvements to existing bridges and installation 
of new bridges. The trails are further described below: 

• The Los Gatos Creek Sub-regional Trail, identified as a partially complete hiking 
and on-street/off-street cycling trail, is included throughout the project area. 
Although not mentioned by name in the NOP, the Los Gatos Creek Sub-regional 
Trail is described in the excerpt above and on pages 10-11 of the NOP. The proposed 
trail should be planned and designed to meet the minimum guidelines listed in the 
Countywide Trails Plan, including but not limited to width and surface 
specifications. Finally, while connections to the proposed trail are encouraged, the 
Los Gatos Creek Sub-regional trail must remain separate and removed from the 
campus internal circulation routes to sustain its function as a publicly accessible sub-
regional trail for recreationists and commuters.  

• The Guadalupe River–Coyote Creek Trail is a partially complete on-street cycling 
route within road right-of-way that shares an alignment with West San Fernando 
Street and will provide a connection to the BART Diridon Station, the San Jose Art 
Museum, the SAP Center, and the Coyote Creek/Llagas Creek Sub-regional Trail. 
In addition to the elements analyzed for the Los Gatos Creek Trail, the Guadalupe 
River–Coyote Creek Trail should be considered for potential impacts and 
opportunities for future connections to the nearby BART stations (e.g., BART San 
Jose Diridon, BART 28th Street, and BART Santa Clara).  

• The Guadalupe River Trail, a partially complete hiking and off-street cycling trail, 
is planned to connect from the South San Francisco Bay to Morgan Hill. This trail 
should be analyzed using the criteria outlined above as the Los Gatos Creek Trail 
will provide a direct connection to this popular commuter route.   
 

The County Parks Department appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Notice of 
Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Downtown West Mixed-Use Plan 
(Google Project). We respectfully request that the City of San Josè coordinate with the 
County Parks Department regarding this EIR as well as the overall proposal as they move 
forward. If you have any questions, please contact me at (408) 355-2362 or by email at 
Michael.Hettenhausen@prk.sccgov.org. 
 

mailto:Michael.Hettenhausen@prk.sccgov.org
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Sincerely, 
 
Michael Hettenhausen 

 
Michael Hettenhausen 
Associate Planner 
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November 19, 2019 
 
 
Shannon Hill,  
Planning, Building & Code Enforcement  
City of San José  
200 East Santa Clara Street 
 
SUBJECT: NOP/EIR – Downtown West Mixed-Use Plan (Google Project) 
 
Dear Shannon Hill, 
 
The County of Santa Clara Roads and Airports Department appreciates the opportunity to review the Downtown 
West Mixed-Use Plan (Google Project) and submits the following comments: 
 
 

• The Transportation Analysis (TA) for the proposed project should include existing local and regional 
transportation facilities such as expressways and unincorporated areas, maintained by the County 
and using both LOS and VMT methodologies. The EIR based on the TA should identify and mitigate all 
project traffic impacts on County road facilities. 

• Please submit a Transportation Demand Management Plan for County review and comment. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NOP/EIR.  If you have any questions about these comments, 
please feel free to contact me at (408) 573-2462 or ben.aghegnehu@rda.sccgov.org. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Ben Aghegnehu 
Associate Transportation Planner  
County of Santa Clara | Roads & Airports 

 
 
 



County of Santa Clara 
 
Roads and Airports Department 
Planning, Land Development and Survey  
 
 
101 Skyport Drive 
San Jose, California  95110-1302 
(408) 573-2400 FAX (408) 441-0276 
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November 19, 2019 
 
 
Shannon Hill,  
Planning, Building & Code Enforcement  
City of San José  
200 East Santa Clara Street 
 
SUBJECT: NOP/EIR – Downtown West Mixed-Use Plan (Google Project) 
 
Dear Shannon Hill, 
 
The County of Santa Clara Roads and Airports Department appreciates the opportunity to review the Downtown 
West Mixed-Use Plan (Google Project) and submits the following comments: 
 
 

• The Transportation Analysis (TA) for the proposed project should include existing local and regional 
transportation facilities such as expressways and unincorporated areas, maintained by the County 
and using both LOS and VMT methodologies. The EIR based on the TA should identify and mitigate all 
project traffic impacts on County road facilities. 

• Please submit a Transportation Demand Management Plan for County review and comment. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NOP/EIR.  If you have any questions about these comments, 
please feel free to contact me at (408) 573-2462 or ben.aghegnehu@rda.sccgov.org. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Ben Aghegnehu 
Associate Transportation Planner  
County of Santa Clara | Roads & Airports 
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From: Donna Wallach
To: Hill, Shannon
Subject: Downtown West Mixed Use Plan - File Nos. GP19-009, PDC19-039, AND PD19-029
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2019 8:44:55 AM

 

 

Hello,

This is my public comment:
Donna Wallach
530 Richmond Avenue, San Jose, CA 95128
408-569-6608

I am very concerned about this plan. I'm very concerned about the thousands of people who
will be displaced, myself being one of them. I'm also very concerned that this plan will cause
humongous traffic into the downtown area, making it very difficult to drive in the downtown,
causing lots of waste of time waiting in traffic and also causing severe pollution. 

Thank you,
Donna Wallach

-- 
"Nobody in the world, nobody in history, has ever gotten their freedom by appealing to the
moral sense of the people who were oppressing them."

Assata Shakur

Free Palestine!
Right of Return to Palestine for all Palestinians!

Free all political prisoners!

Leonard Peltier                     www.WhoIsLeonardPeltier.info
Mumia Abu-Jamal                www.FreeMumia.com
Ruchell Cinque Magee        http://denverabc.wordpress.com/prisoners-dabc-supports/political-prisoners-
database/ruchell-cinque-magee/
MOVE 9                                 http://onamove.com
and thousands more

End Solitary Confinement
https://prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.wordpress.com

End United $tates of Amerikkka invasions and occupations
U.S. Government and UN Occupation Force Soldiers - Hands off Haiti!
http://www.haitisolidarity.net/
 

mailto:donnaisanactivist@gmail.com
mailto:Shannon.Hill@sanjoseca.gov
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