
 [External Email]

From: Mendez, Zacharias
To: Bethany Windle
Subject: Re: Parks Rules and Regs
Date: Friday, May 1, 2020 12:47:05 PM
Attachments: Park RULES1.pdf

Hey Bethany, 

Attached are the park rules I am aware of. Also, below is a link to what shows up when you
search the city website. Hopefully these are helpful!

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showdocument?id=10311

Have great weekend!

Thanks, 
Zak 

ZACHARIAS MENDEZ | Parks Planner
Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services 
City Hall | Tel: 408.793.4171
200 East Santa Clara Street, San José, CA 95113
Building Community Through Fun
sanjoseca.gov/prns    |  www.vivcallesj.org 

 

From: Bethany Windle <bethanywindle@google.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 11:58 PM
To: Mendez, Zacharias <Zacharias.Mendez@sanjoseca.gov>
Subject: Parks Rules and Regs
 
 

 
Hi Zak,

Good to see you on GVC today. Hope you're doing well.  

Quick question, beyond the park code found in Title 13, Chapter 13.44, living within the Muni
Code. 

https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=TIT13STSIPUPL_CH13.44PA
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PARK RULES 
 


I. ADOPTION OF RULES. The Rules set forth below have been adopted by the City 


of San Jose through the authority granted to the City Manager pursuant to San Jose 


Municipal Code Section 2.04.840. 


 


II. DEFINITIONS. The definitions set forth in San Jose Municipal Code Section  


13.44.010 shall apply to the construction of the same words and phrases defined in San 


Jose Municipal Code Section 13.44.010 and used in these Rules.  The term “Director” as 


used in these Rules shall mean the “Director of Recreation, Parks and Community 


Services” as defined in San Jose Municipal Code Section 13.44.010A. 


 


RULE NO.1. NON-PUBLIC AREAS.  (Authorized by San Jose Municipal Code 


Section 13.44.060). 


 No unauthorized person shall enter or remain or allow any minor under his or her 


supervision to enter or remain 


a. in Cherry Flat Reservoir or the City-owned property that surrounds it; 


b. on cliffs, hillsides and undeveloped areas of Alum Rock Park and Guadalupe 


Oak Grove Park unless on a designated hiking, bicycling, or horse trail 


(designated trails shall be so marked in the park brochure); 


c. in the fenced property bounded by Story Road on the South, Remillard Court 


on the East, State Highway 280 on the North and Coyote Creek on the West; 


d. in the fenced property bounded by Roberts Road on the East, Coyote Creek 


on the West, Story Road on the North and City property line on the South; 


e. in the Parks Operations Office Building at 2650 Senter Road, or on adjacent 


driveway or parking lot except during posted business hours; 
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f. in the City Police Stables, corrals, or facilities at 2525 Kenoga Drive; 


g. in maintenance shop or storage areas, or on any adjacent driveway or parking 


lot except during posted business hours; or  


h. on the islands at Almaden Lake Park and Lake Cunningham Regional Park. 
 


RULE NO. 2  EXCLUSION OR REMOAL OF CERTAIN ACTIVITIES, 
ANIMALS OR MATERIALS. (Authorized by San Jose Municipal Code 


Section 13.44.090). 


No Person shall, or shall allow any minor under his/her supervision to: 


a. Participate in a wedding ceremony in the Japanese Friendship Garden except 


where specifically permitted and/or designated by the Director. 


b. Picnic in the Japanese Friendship Garden. 


c. Propel any vehicle, including skateboards, in the Japanese Friendship 


Garden, Overfelt Botanical Gardens, Municipal Rose Garden, Guadalupe Oak 


Grove Park, Happy Hollow Park and Zoo, or Plaza de Cesar Chavez.  


Strollers, wheelchairs, and baby carriages are excepted. 


d. Participate in any sports, including kite flying, or water activities in the 


Japanese Friendship Garden, Overfelt Botanical Garden or Happy Hollow 


Park and Zoo. 


e. Use a barbecue, stove, hibachi, or maintain any cooking fire in Japanese 


Friendship Garden, Guadalupe Oak Grove Park or Happy Hollow Park and 


Zoo. 


f. Play a percussion instrument in any City park without a permit issued by the 


Director. 


g. Swim, wade, dive, wash, play, jump or remain in any Parks and Recreation 


pond, fountain, percolation pond, reservoir, river, creek, lake or body of water, 


except that persons may swim, wade, or play in the designated swim area 


while a lifeguard is on duty at Almaden Lake Park, or except that persons may 


wade, play or remain in the children’s wading pool at Parkview II Park, except 


where specifically permitted and/or designated by the Director. 
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h. Play baseball, softball, soccer, football, rugby, golf, or any other activity in any 


area other than a baseball, softball, soccer, or football field, or golf course or 


driving range when that activity unreasonably interrupts the normal use of that 


facility or creates any unreasonable risk of harm or danger to any person, or 


may cause damage to any personal or public property in the determination of 


the Director. 


i. Pitch metal horseshoes in any area of any park except in a horseshoe pit 


maintained by the City. 


j. Throw, toss or pitch lawn darts in any City park. 


k. Walk through or remain in any landscaped or highly manicured area of the 


Japanese Friendship Garden except on provided walkways. 


l. Walk through or remain in any natural area of Overfelt Botanical Gardens 


except on established walkways or marked wildflower paths.  Walkways and 


paths are clearly indicated in the Overfelt Botanical Gardens brochure. 


m. Walk through or remain in any rose bed at the Municipal Rose Garden. 


n. Hike in any natural area of Guadalupe Oak Grove, Almaden Lake Park and 


Alum Rock Park except on established, marked trails, when hiking is likely to 


cause damage to the natural resources, or create a hazard for any person. 


o. Throw, roll or intentionally dislodge any rock, log, or other thing causing it to 


roll downhill in any area of Alum Rock Park. 


p. Throw any rock, can, bottle, or other missile in any City park when said 


activity causes an unreasonable burden of maintenance, or causes any 


unreasonable risk of harm or danger to any person, or damage to any 


personal or public property. 


q. Interfere with any scheduled athletic event by running or walking onto, or 


remaining on any field when not a member of any participating team. 
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r. Participate in any photographic activity in the Japanese Friendship Garden 


when said activity is likely to unreasonably interrupt the normal use of that 


facility except where specifically permitted and/or designated by the Director. 


s. Wear hard-soled shoes on any tennis court maintained by the City. 


t. Propel any vehicle, including a bicycle or skateboard, on any tennis court 


maintained by the City. 


u.  Remain on any tennis court maintained by the City when said tennis court is 


reserved, unless authorized by a Confirmation Form issued by the Director. 


v. Open and/or pass through in any vehicle, the gate located at the base of Alum 


 Rock Falls Road without immediately closing said gate.  This regulation shall  


 not apply to maintenance or emergency vehicles. 


w. Bring or possess any glass container within 30 feet of any beach at Lake 


Cunningham Regional Park or any shoreline or on any beach at Almaden Lake 


Park. 


x. Operate or take any vessel north of the Coleman Avenue Bridge at Almaden 


Lake Park. 


y. Camp in any area of public parks, river banks in any park or recreational 


facility, gardens, recreational facilities, and/or any recreational property or 


open space facility owned, managed, or operated by the City of San Jose 


except where specifically permitted and/or designated by the Director.  For the 


purposes of illustration only, the term “camp” shall mean the construction, 


placement or use of temporary or permanent shelter, including, but no limited 


to, tents, huts, lodges, cabins, sleeping bags or bedrolls. 


z. Fish from any pier, beach, dock or picnic area within 200 feet of the Marina 


Store & dock facilities at Lake Cunningham Park. 
 


aa. Walk through or remain in any landscaped mitigation areas at 


Guadalupe River Park. 
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bb. Participate in kite flying at Lake Cunningham Regional Park. 


 


cc. Skate, rollerblade, or skateboard on the following list of park features: 


any park furniture, public art, railings, curbs, steps or stages in any 


public park, or on or in any river bank in a public park or recreational 


facility or in any garden owned or operated by the City of San Jose. 


 


dd. Skateboard in Guadalupe River Park. 


 


ee. Use a barbecue, stove or hibachi or maintain any cooking fire in 


Guadalupe River Park, except where specifically permitted and/or 


designated by the Director. 


 


RULE NO. 3. INTOXICATING BEVERAGES. (Authorized by San Jose Municipal 


Code Section 13.44.140) 


A. No person shall possess open containers of any intoxicating beverage or consume 


any intoxicating beverage in any of the following parks: 


1. athletic fields, dugouts, or spectator areas; 


2. in any parking area or within 10 yards of any parking area of any park; 


3. within any swimming facility; 


4. within any park play apparatus area or tot or park sites designated as tot 


lots; 


5. Municipal Indoor Rifle and Pistol Range; 


6. Historical Museum; 


7. Happy Hollow Park and Zoo; 


8. any Neighborhood Center; 


9. Peralta Adobe; 


10. Pellier Park; 


11. St. James Park; 
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12. Ryland Park; 


13. Plaza de Cesar Chavez; 


14. designated swim area or beach area at Almaden Lake Park; 


15. Backesto Park; 


16. Biebrach Park; 


17. Dove Hill Park; 


18. Fernish Park; 


19. Japanese Friendship Garden; 


20. Mt. Pleasant Park; 


21. Noble Park; 


22. Parkview II Park; 


23. Penetencia Creek Park; 


24. Roosevelt Park; 


25. all parks adjacent to school sites; 


26. all community gardens; 


27. parking area of the San Jose Municipal Golf Course; 


28. Municipal Rose Garden; 


29. Guadalupe Oak Grove Park; 


30. Guadalupe River Park; 


31. Prusch Farm Park 


 


B. After considering the suitability, the Director may waive the restrictions 


listed in subpart A. above, when issuing a use permit for any activity in a 


City park.  The Director, in permitting the consumption of intoxicating 


beverages, shall have the authority to restrict the types and amounts of 


intoxicating beverages permitted. 
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RULE NO. 4. CLOSING TIME. (Authorized by San Jose Municipal Code 13.44.240) 


A. All City parks properties shall be closed to public use one hour after sunset and shall 


remain closed until sunrise the following day, except as provided in subsection B. 


B. The following park facilities shall be closed to the public at designated times: 


1. Alum Rock Park – ½ hour after sunset to 8:00 a.m.; 


2. Overfelt Botanical Gardens – sunset to 10:00 a.m.; 


3. Municipal Golf Course – opens at 5:30 a.m. daily; 


4. Peralta Adobe – ½ hour after sunset to 9:00 a.m. 


5. Happy Hollow Park and Zoo: 


-- 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m. September 1 – June 15 


(No admittance after 4:00 p.m. 


-- 9:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m. June 16 – August 31 


(No admittance after 8:oo p.m.; 


6. Japanese Friendship Garden – sunset to 10:00 a.m. 


7. Municipal Stadium – closed except during events scheduled by the 


Department. 


8. J.R. Blackmore P.A.L. Sport Center – closed except during events scheduled 
by the Department or the Police Activities League;  


 
9. Neighborhood Centers – closed except during activities scheduled by the 


Department; 


10. Municipal Rose Garden – ½ hour after sunset to 8:00 a.m.; 


11. Pellier Park – ½ hour after sunset to 9:00 a.m.; 


12. Tennis Courts – closed ½ hour after sunset to sunrise the following day 


except when the tennis court lighting is operating; 


13. Lighted ballfields and lighted ballfield spectator areas – closed ½ hour after 


sunset to sunrise the following day, except during or after events scheduled 


by the Department. 
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14. Kelley Park – ½ hour after sunset to 8:00 a.m.; 


15. Senter Park – ½ hour after sunset to 8:00 a.m. 


16. Municipal Indoor Rifle and Pistol Range – as posted at that facility; and 


17. Almaden Lake Park – ½ hour after sunset to 8:00 a.m.  Lake water closed 


one (1) hour before sunset to 8:00 a.m. 


18. Prusch Park – Sunset to 8:30 a.m. 


19. Lake Cunningham Park – ½ hour after sunset to 8 a.m.  Lake water closed 


one hour before sunset to 8 a.m. 


20. Guadalupe Oak Grove Park – sunset to 8 a.m. 


21. Edenvale Garden Park – ½ hour after sunset to 7 a.m.  Edenvale Garden 


Park Tennis Courts are open when park is open to public. 


22. Guadalupe River Park is open to public use at sunrise until one-half (1/2) 


hour after sunset, except for use of public pathways for entering and 


exiting park and except when specifically permitted and/or designated by 


the Director 


 


RULE NO. 5. PERMITTED VESSELS.  (Authorized by San Jose Municipal Code 


Section 13.44.260) 


A. Air mattresses, kick boards, inner tubes, rubber rafts and other similar devices are 


permitted while being used within the designated swim area at Almaden Lake Park 


without a personal flotation device. 


 
B. Windsurfers and surfboards are permitted in Almaden Lake Park outside the 


designated swim area, provided that all persons operating such devices shall use a 


personal flotation device approved by the United States Coast Guard. 
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RULE NO. 6.  ANIMALS PROHIBITED.  (Authorized by San Jose Municipal  


Code Section 13.44.110) 


No person, except as otherwise authorized by the Director may bring, lead, ride or possess 


any animal in any portion of the following City parks: 


Alum Rock Park 


Guadalupe Oak Grove Park 


Happy Hollow Park and Zoo 


J.R. Blackmore P.A.L. Sports Center 


Japanese Friendship Garden 


Lake Cunningham Park 


Municipal Rose Garden 


Municipal Stadium 


Overfelt Botanical Gardens 


San Jose Historical Museum Complex 


Beach and Swim Area and West Side of lake at Almaden Lake Park. 


 Heritage Rose Garden  
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PARK ORDINANCE AND PARK RULES 
 
 
 


AMENDMENT TO PARK RULES PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 13.44, 
SAN JOSE MUNICIPAL CODE – PARKS 


MEMORANDUM APPROVED BY CITY MANAGER, 
OCTOBER 15, 1996







 


  CITY OF SAN JOSE – MEMORANDUM  
  
  TO: DISTRIBUTION    FROM:   Regina V.K. Williams 


 
    
 SUJECT: PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 13.44,  DATE:   October 15, 1996 
   SAN JOSE MUNICIPAL CODE--PARKS 
               


APPROVED        DATE     


 
 
Pursuant to Section 2.04.840 of the San Jose Municipal Code, I hereby declare 
that the Park Rules are amended as follows.  These amendments will be effective 
immediately. 
 


• Rule Number 2 of the Parks Rules Exclusion or Removal of Certain 
Activities, Animals or Materials (authorized by San Jose Municipal Code 
13.44.090) is amended as follows: 


 
No person shall/or shall allow any minor under his/her supervision to: 
 
a. “Participate in a wedding ceremony in the Japanese Friendship Garden 
except where specifically permitted and / o designated by the Director.” 


 
c. “Propel any vehicle, including skateboards, in the Japanese Friendship 
Gardens, Overfelt Botanical Gardens, Municipal Rose Garden, Guadalupe 
Oak Grove Park, Happy Hollow Park and Zoo, or Plaza de Cesar Chavez.  
Strollers, wheelchairs and baby carriages are excepted.” 
 
d. “Participate in any sports, including kite flying, or water activities in the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, Overfelt Botanical Garden, Happy Hollow Park 
and Zoo.” 
 
e. “Use a barbecue, stove, hibachi or maintain any cooking fire in the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, Guadalupe Oak Grove Park, Happy Hollow 
Park and Zoo. 
 
g. “Swim, wade, dive, wash, play, jump or remain in any Parks and 
Recreation pond, fountain, percolation pond, reservoir, river, creek, lake or 
body of water, except that persons may swim, wade or play in the designated 
swim area while a lifeguard is on duty at Almaden Lake Park, or except that 
persons may wade, play or remain in the children’s wading pool at Parkview II 
Park, except where specifically permitted and / or designated by the 
Director.” 
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 r. “Participate in any photographic activity in the Japanese Friendship 


Garden when said activity is likely to unreasonably interrupt the normal use 
of that facility except where specifically permitted and / or designated by the 
Director.” 


 
 w. “Bring or possess any glass container within 30 feet of any beach at Lake 


Cunningham Regional Park or on any shoreline or on any beach at Almaden 
Lake Park.” 


 
 y. “Camp in any area of public parks, river banks in any park or recreational 


facility, gardens, recreational facilities, and / or any recreational property or 
open space facility owned, managed, or operated by the City of San Jose 
except where specifically permitted and / or designated by the Director.  For 
the purposes of illustration only, the term “camp” shall mean the 
construction, placement or use of temporary or permanent shelter, including, 
but not limited to, tents, huts, lodges, cabins, sleeping bags or bedrolls.” 


 
 aa. “Walk through or remain in any landscaped mitigation areas at Guadalupe 
River Park.” 
 
 bb. “Participate in kite flying at Lake Cunningham Regional Park.” 
 
 cc. “Skate, rollerblade, or skateboard on the following list of park features:  


any park furniture, public art, railings, curbs, steps or stages in any public 
park, or on or in any river bank in a public park or recreational facility or in 
any garden owned or operated by the City of San Jose.” 


 
 dd. “Skateboard in Guadalupe River Park.” 


 
ee.  “Use a barbecue, stove, or hibachi or maintain any cooking fire in 
Guadalupe River Park, except where specifically permitted and / or 
designated by the Director.” 


 
• Rule Number 3 of the Parks Rules Intoxicating Beverages (authorized by 
San Jose Municipal Code 13.44.140) is amended as follows: 
 
No person shall possess open containers of any intoxicating beverages or 
consume any intoxicating beverage in any of the following parks: 
 
31. “Guadalupe River Park.” 
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32. “Prusch Farm Park.” 
  
• Rule Number 4 of the Parks Rules Closing Time (authorized by San Jose 
Municipal Code 13.44.240) shall read as follows: 
 
The following park facilities shall be closed to the public at designated time: 
 
21. “Edenvale Garden Park: ½ hour after sunset to 7:00 a.m.  Edenvale Garden 


Park Tennis Courts are open when park is open to public.” 
 


22. “Guadalupe River Park is open to public use at sunrise until one-half (1/2) 
hour after sunset, except for use of public pathways for entering and 
exiting park and except when specifically permitted and / or designated by 
the Director.” 


 
• Rule Number 6 of the Parks Rules Animals Prohibited (authorized by San 


Jose Municipal Code 13.44.260) is amended as follows: 
 
No person except as otherwise authorized by the Director may bring, lead, 
ride or possess any animal in any portion of the following parks: 
 
“Beach and Swim Area at Almaden Lake Park.”  shall be changed to “Beach and 
Swim Area and West Side of lake at Almaden Lake Park.” 
 
“Heritage Rose Garden.” 
 
 
 
      Regina  V.K. Williams 
      City Manager 
 
RVKW:NJ:JC:dlm 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 Acting Director of Conventions, Arts and Entertainment 
 Director of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services 
 Director of General Services 
 Department of Public Works, Parks Development Office







 
 
 
 


PARKS ORDINANCE AND PARK RULES 
 


Revised October 15, 1996 
 
 


Park Ordinance and Park Rules are maintained by the Special Parks Permit  
Use Unit of the Department of Conventions, Arts and Entertainment, Visitor  
Services and Facilities Division located at: 
 


Leininger Center 
1300 Senter Road 


San Jose CA 95112 
 


Telephone:  (408) 277-4191 
 
 


Julie Mark, Deputy Director 
Joe Cardinalli, Parks Manager 


Phil Ringenberg, Parks Services Coordinator 
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Is there a separate document containing parks rules, for example standards for operations and
behaviors in SJ parks? 

Thanks, 
Bethany

-- 

Bethany
 Windle  |  Project
 Manager  
Real Estate Development
Sunnyvale, CA  |
 650.676.1534

 

 


