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IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT 
 
This copy of “Preliminary descriptions of the terrestrial natural communities of 
California” is presented for reference and historic perspective only, as the 
classification represented is no longer supported by the State of California. It has 
been replaced by the National Vegetation Classification System and its California 
expression, The Manual of California Vegetation, Second Edition (Sawyer, 
Keeler-Wolf and Evens 2009) under Section 1940 of the Fish and Game Code.  
The Manual should be used when describing existing conditions in environmental 
documents, assessing impacts, and mapping vegetation.  
  
Please see:  http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/vegcamp/ for more information on 
the current California vegetation classification system. 
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